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Survivers of Mazi concentration camps crowd around American officers on the :mTu. :

of a former Mozl leader. The estate was commandeered by Army officer Sidney M.
Coaley, who turned i inte a colony for Jewish survivers of the d-&-:;lh camps.
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ﬂnmﬂh'ﬂ'lhh camp sUrvivers gﬂﬂ"rlr'-td for a group phﬂuﬂrﬂph at the wedding
ceremony of hwo survivors who met at the concentrotion comp. Sidney M. Coolay is
second from the left in the second row. Below, a sign marked the Siegfried Line, o
series of fortifications on Germany’s western border that U.5. troops blosted through
en route to the German heartland.

What: Hatikvah Holocauwst Edu-
cation Caner

Where: 1160 Dickinson 51.,
Springfield

Howrs: Monday-Thursday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, § a.m.=3
p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m,
Cost: 34, adulty; §3, sanior;
5, shudanis

For info: Caoll [413) 734-7700;

onling af www. hatibwah
=centar.org
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here is justice and then
there ks poetic justice.

For retired Judge Sid-
ney M. Cooley, no legal
decision he has ever made pack-
ed more poetic justice than one
he made as an Army officer in
Germany in the days following
World War IL
| For scores of Jews who sur-
vived the horrors of Mazi con-
centration camps, his decision
waall?m:ir s-aJvan'r.im.m 1

ging persona ographs
taken by Cooley, tﬂc story of
those months in 1945 and 1946
i chronicled in a new free ex-
hibit at Springfield’s Hatikvah
 Codle. 02,5t kst
ey, 02, 0 adow,
graduated from Springfield's
iCentral High School and served
much of hiz career as a District
Court judge in Hampden Coun-
l.':.r. including having been the
Ee justice of the West-

id District Court for many
years. But in the spring of 1945,
when Nazi Germany fell, he was
an officer with the 63rd Infantry
Division in Europe,
| |

“When the four different oc-
cupying countries - Russia,
France, England and America -
set up independent zones, they
suddenly decided they were
going to look for certain special-
ties to run the zones. [ had suffi-
cient points to go home, but they
apparently discovered | was an
attorney. I had passed the bar a
few months before going into
the army, but had never had a
client or been in court,” Cooley
gaid.

So he was assigned to the mil-
itary governor’s office in Bay-
reuth, a section of Germany
known as a Mazi hotbed. *1 was
blezzed by being put in a posi-
tion of great authority. And this
was just at the time in the war
when they were f CORNCER=
tration camp inmates from all
OWET.”

The survivors would leave the
camps emaciated, dressed in
soiled camp uniforms, searching
for a place to go. Cooley had the
powner to invite them to Bay-
reuth to lve, and he did s0, He
also had the power to comman-
deer Mazi property, something
the Nazis had done extensively

prior to lhe war, taking the Iand - -
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and belongings of Jews and oth-
ers they deemed undesirable,
Cooley now turned the tables.

“1 was able to appropriate the
estate of one of Hitler's top men,
who had handled the propagan-
da. He was a violent anti-Semi-
te, but his estate was
magnificent. So we were able to
establish a colony there®™ for
CAmp survivors,

The estate belonged to Julius
Streicher, Hitler's chief propa-
gandist and publisher of various
anti-Semitic books that fueled
the hatred of Jews. Streicher
wis at that moment under ar-
rest, and by the end of 1946 he
would be executed after being
found guilty of crimes against
humanity during the Nuremberg
war crimes trial.

*Many of the camp survivors
didn't want to stay in Germany,
though. They wanted to go to Is-
rael,” Cooley said. “But at that
time, larae] was strictly an agra-
rian society and most of the peo-

e who came to Bayreuth knew
nothing about living and work-
!ng in an agrafan soclety. 5o we

t them farming and animal
hu:a ndry.

“There were maybe 100 to 200

people. When they first armived,
they were skin and bones. You
can’t imagine it They were
wearing their striped concentra-
tion camp uniforms,” Cooley
said. “Omne of the most touching
things was when they held Pass-

over. It's a tradition for the fami-

Iy to get together at a meal and
recite the traditional story of the
exodus from Egypt. And when
they arrived from the concentra-
tion camps, it was decided to
hold Passover and to recite the
exodus, Just a few officers were
there, It was the maost touching
and emotional thing I'd ever ex-
perienced in my life,”

With the benefits of sleep,
food and healthy outdoor work,
most of the camp SUrvivors re-
turned to health in just months,
Cooley said. “They were human
beings ngul:n We even had a

armﬁ that took place among
two of the concentration Camp
people who were living in the
colony.”

Cooley especially values the
plague IEII:I'E'L‘ whao Inrr.d on the
estate gave him just before he
left Germany in 1846, “They
kind of looked at me as if I were

jn Euw'w. but I was just doing my
a -F

X e i By MARKC M URRAY
Retired Judge Sidney M. Cooley, 92, stands in his office at the Cooley Shrair Law offices, left. At right, Cooley as he
appeared in 1945 after World War Il ended and he was assigned to the military governor's office in a section of
Germany under Amaricon control,

Photo exhibit tells story .
of Holocaust survivors

As an Arrnr nﬂlmr nhn-:l'lul o I'hu- mHT-lnrjr gwnrnnr'l office In sccupled E-u-rmun'_r,
Sidney M. Cooley commuandeared this former Nozl offidal’s estate for use as o colony
for Jewish survivers of Mozl concentration camps.
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