
Never forget---
Jews celebrate Hanukkah to

remember two things - the victory
of the Jewish resistance fighters
over the Syrian/Greek government
and the miracle of the oil that
burned for' eight days when the
Temple in Jerusalem was rededicat-
ed.

There is' a message in this cele-
bration that transcends the period of
history during which the events of
Hanukkah occurred. It is a message
that has repeated itself many times
in Jewish history - o~e th,!t Jews
need constantly to-tie reminoed of.

The story of Hanukkah is also
universal, transcending its Jewish
particularity to inspire and empower
members of every oppressed minor-
ity community to assert its right to
freedom and equality.

Hanukkah commemorates events
that took place between 167 and 165
B.C.E. (also known as B.C.) In the
Fourth Century B.C.E. Alexander
the Great and his army conquered
and occupied the entire Near East,
establishing the Greek Empire.
After Alexander died, .his territories
were divided into three parts. Israel,
then known as Judea, fell' under
Seleucid or Syrian/Greek rule.

The Jews of Judea were the only
monotheistic community within the
Greek Empire. In 167 B.C.E. the
Syrian/Greek king, Antiochus
Epiphanes, decided to force every-
one who lived under his rule to
accept Greek paganism and to wor-
ship Greek gods and goddesses. All
'Jewish rituals, including observance
of the Sabbath, dietary laws, sacri-
'~Ice i!1 the Temple, and male cir-
cumcision were outlaw(:d~.Jewish
.religious wo_t:~.hipwent Linderground
Il!n9 J~wbg; Wished ~tice

they were at best stop-gap measures
. that inflicted some casualties and

losses on the Nazis, the resistance
activities allowed the freedom fight-
ers to maintain their.dignity and, if
necessary, go to their deaths proud-
ly and with their humanity intact.

It is not a stretch to imagine that
Jews who chose to resist the power-
ful army of the Syrian/Greeks in
Judea, fighting for the freedom of
their people to worship God and to
observe their traditions as they had 1
done for centuries, faced obstacles .
similar to those faced by the Jewish I
resistance fighters during the
Holocaust. I

The struggle against oppression is i
universal - it is not just a Jewish
story. Those who fought against.
slavery in the United States, against I
Apartheid in South Africa, or

I
RABBI ROBERT STERNBERG agains~ oppressiye regimes .in

Armema, CambodIa, Tibet, Bosma,
establish. Rwanda, Damu, and every other,

The Nazis and their collaborators part of the world in which people!
murdered Jews because they wanted have been oppressed has struggled
to' remove Jews entirely from the against similar obstacles.
human family. The story .of Hanukkah is an

Jews were the primary victims inspiration to anyone who is a vic-
but not the only victims of Nazi ter- tim of human rights violations, be it
ror. Other victims included Roma because of religion, race, ethnic ori- .
and Sinti (Gypsies), the physically gin, gender, or sexual"orientation. It
and mentally challenged, homosex- is the story of the ultimate triumph
uals, Jehovah's witnesses, Eastern of good over evil, as well as the vic-
Europeans (especially Poles and tory of any person who ta~es power
Soviet prisoners-of-war), people of into their own hands and resists
color, and political opponents who their oppressors.
spoke out against the Nazi regime. In an article in Mysl Panstowa

Jewish uprisings in Nazi-occu- ("State Thought"), a Polish under-
pied Europe were far more wide- ground newspaper written and cir-
spread and common than is tradi- culated in Nazi-occupied Poland, an
tionally believed. The Warsaw unknown Polish journalist wrote the
Ghetto uprising is well known but following on April 30, 1943 in the
there were also uprisings. jn other aftermath of the Warsaw Ghetto
WJ..tffl~ - :i'1'rrlttd~ :Bialvs-t6~isi~~ - ....




