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Making much of a horrid microcosm

By EricGol dseheider
{ZLOEE CORFESF OHDET

SPRIMGFIELD — Cm the cam-
pus of the Springfield Jewish Com-
munity Center is a amall museum

with a grand ambi-
Detours
—— A eurved wall of
glass panels that spiral to a peak
weloomes visitors to the Hatiloah
Holocaust Education Center, ane
of the newest museums in the
state. Under the auspices of the
Jewrish Federation of Greater
Springfield, it opened in October
200k,

The center’s permanent exhibit
is called A Reason to Remember”
Through artifacts, photographs,
aral histories, original documents,
and historical context, it chromi-
cles the fates of five Jewish fam-
ilies in the village of Roth, Germa-
ny, from 15935 to 1042,

“What happened in this village
is a mierocosm of what happened
everywhere,” said Rabbi Robert
Stemberg, the museuns executive
director, “IMore or less the whole
history is explained within this
story”

The narrative shows the inoe-
memtal marginalization of Jews
under the Nazi regime that even-
tually led to the deaths of millions
inwhat the exhibit termns “the ma-
chinery of destruction.” Fifteen of
the 51 Jewsin prewar Roth, then a
village of about 500 residents
south of Marburg, in west central
Germany, were murdered. Others
escaped, some to the United
States,

Mot surprisingly, there is a
story behind the story of how this
exhibit came into being. In 1968,
Deborah Roth-Howe of Amherst

Ifyougo ...

Hatikyah Holocaust
Education Center

1180 Dickirson 5t., Springfield
413-T34.7700

weras hatkvah-center.org
Manday-Thursday % a.m-4 pam.,
Friday 5-2, Sunday 104, Adults
44, seniors 43, students 42

Directions: About 30 mriles or
twa hours from Boston, Take the
Mass. Turrpike (nterstate S0)
west tol-51 south. Take exit 1
{LongmeadoeyBoute 5 southi and
at the zecond traffic kght, turn kFft
on Carverse Strest. The Jawizh
Commurity Center Campus park-
::?tlnt iz 1.2 miles shead on the

and her father, Herbert Roth, who
had left the village as a teenager,
traveled to Germany. They discow-
ered that the small synagogue in
Roth had not been destroyed,
largely because it abutted another
structure and the owner prevailed
on theMazis to spare the buil ding.
Muore than 50 years later, a gov-
emment-financed project was un-
derway to restore the synagogue.
At the same time, some high
schiool teachers had discovered in
an obseure archive a trove of arti-
facts and documents belonging to
the families who had perished in
the Holocaust. Together with their
students, the teachers put togeth-
er a display that became the basis
for the Springfield exhibit.
Sternberg, who previously di-
rected the 5t. Lonis Holocanst Mu-
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Sydney Levin-Epstein, 11, left, and Madison Zeller, 10, listen to
survivors’ testimony at the Hatikvah Centerin Springfield.

seum and Learning Center, real-
ized upon coming to the Hatilovah
Center {Hatikvah means “the
hope” in Hebrew) that he needed
to create a permanent installation
to anchor the center's educational
activities.

The convergence of these
events led to what is the only
Holocaust musenm with a big ex-
hibition in Mew England, and
which last year recefved 5,000 visi-
tors. A similar museum is planned
for Augusta, Maine

The Hatilovah Center also has a
library with a reading rocom and
display panels depicting stories
from other survivars with family
members who settled in the great-
er Springfield area.

Sternberg =aid he doesn't see
the museum as a Jewish institu-

tion, but rather as a place for inter-
faith reflection on what can hap-
pen when othererise good people
turn a blind eye to injustice. Part
of the exhibit depicts the persecu-
tion of African-Americans in the
Trnited States, and artifacts associ-
ated with the En Kux Elan are to
be added.

“We must understand that the
choices we make responding toin-
justice in the word have profound
consequences,” said Starnberg. “If
you're not engaged in actively re-
flecting on these things, the poten-
tial is always there for them to
happen again some day”

Contact Erie Golischeiden, a
Jreglance veriter in Amberst, o
erie gold@verizon.na




