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s a Jewish girl who grew up in
Israel 1 about the Hgln-
caust, I never felt compelled to
visit the Hatikvah Holocaust
Education Center.
The center, under the auspices
. of the Jewish Federation of
g-fubem Daja;s:-fshhu%etts, is located in the
rfngﬁd & ommunity Center on
lﬂm ickinson St. v
1 frequent the JCC but | had never
the Holocaust center until a recent
UNlisted assignment to interview Rabbi
Robert Stemberg, the center's executive
irector.

The rabbi gave me a
guided tour of its two per-
manent exhibits, “A Reason
To Remember” and “A Liv-
ing Memorial.”

At first, I thought it
| would take me five minutes
B 1o skim “A Reason
to Remember™ as it is all
presented in one room,

i noam

1 began reading the’
Pollack  boards, and discovered I
© could not skim,
This exhibit is enlighten-

in a different way.

hft ay

- It focuses on what hapgengd to five Jew-
ish famﬂ:esﬁ;'lﬁg in the German vi e!a?
Roth disring World War I1.

It is much more powerful to understand
the personal stories of a e community
ﬂuntto read generalities about the Holo-
caus

Out of Roth's 31 Jews, only 11 survived.

Auditory accounts with Roth residents
tell how the village become “Judenrein.”
That is, Jew-free,

The exhibit deals not only with the fates
of the Jewish families of Roth but how the
actions of the mayor and others in the vil-
mlﬂ_g! contributed to the demise of these fam-

es.

Many people were murdered in the war,
but 1 learned from this exhibit that due to
hatred and discrimination, whele cultures
ﬂﬂwem !mg&;troyﬁ ?h maovie shows the

on of Roth's synagogue on
| "Kristallnacht."

Kristallnacht or the “Night of the Broken
\Crystal” took place throughout Germany at
'the encouragement of Nazi officials on Nov.
R iradate b

tin urning of synagogues,
ithe destro of some 7.500 windows of
{shops owned by Jews and the looting of
Jewish cemeteries,

The maovie also makes the point that anti-

tism still exists today.

The lust section of the exhibit asks, “Why

mber the Holocaust?"

There are three answers: understand,

member and respond.

This area embodies the center’s mission
f “teaching the history and lessons of the

Learn to stop crimes of hate

Markus Roth:
Denounced

A farmer reported to the Mayor of Roth that a man he knew
(name blacked out) had a business relationship with Markus
Roth, a Jewish merchant. This resulted in an articke published
in the local newspaper denouncing Markus Roth,

T e e T
S et S
e i 4
— e ' fﬂ_l'dﬂsfdﬁﬂﬂﬂ i\
' Defiance of Law
w‘m Ilb r :
m"’" me: T l%h“ mﬁncqa*ﬁ lee o ﬂ;d‘-':iu:t'f. Markus Roth 1
qan ﬁmb'- lth im Rol oon gand* 1e Jewish trader Markus Roth from
chus Re LT it @(-_ttﬂm Roth has purchased rye and wheat
1'“ i aus hlhl‘& § & from the curment year crop, from
Terd ¢ und fIT O caeinigund ye P
ielen chu“&bhﬂttﬂﬂ'ﬂ’u feniic) N'ft farmers, and has not made cut the
ole t:mﬂm“ ohmoohl "f“% ﬂﬂ;m% official purchase certificate, although
f:t,ut W .If?dwn gb“‘%hhum he was legally bound to do thus
i 1mm.g et ;‘a Iﬂn.'['ﬁ‘lt:; g{f‘.ﬂlﬁlﬂ" nie Accordingly, his nght o issue such
sinld e e enEm i apigen certificates i herewith revoked. Those
'Dt':-:-t? v "Em\:*-gu{% ﬂ‘i'é'Em‘ 'a.'lllil?u whio sold ryve and wheat to him shall
?:‘T:m““ by v "ﬁ‘mﬁ d%’,“ pry he subject to legal acticn
| D A et | SRR i
Bunq. ?ﬁﬁﬁ Eﬁ't"-'-j"‘rﬁfﬁt e, It i indicative ot Jewish behavior
m%] jen geied "l!;lb'litﬁ},ﬁ‘,‘m;u‘ gqmu'h‘ the Jew believes that the simplest
in;t E@‘tfhd}f“mﬁ @ttt an -:ln:?.'t-h?:;; regqulations, which every German
\ tien ﬁ;%ﬂ“ ube H.;:T :%.ﬁt . athe without doubt adheres 10, have no
I%D?tt'i‘s e gtu mmlhﬂ“# p et apglication to him. Instead, this Jew
o 3 u i o 4
afiezif, 21l e decided to sabotage these market
wul:b@d'l e h’i‘;ﬁaﬂﬂ ‘Eﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ. regubations, inorder 1o inflict damage
E;ﬁ]ﬁﬂhhl&t 'ﬁtﬂ“ piefen i ferelen u:nif on the German folk, 1t is shameful
E]ﬂmwgﬁgbt FL) }ﬂﬁ:ﬂﬁ Geidyilte behavior that German countrymen
??ruﬁ‘: fnoemm Ve k‘:"" trade with these parasites.”
e J
ipnen 16k ___._.--'-"_ g gpriiet 1935
L l|'|-|In‘l"“"l-- sl FPemiau e Tlastansiiy bas S, Pruberst
% T L seE £ 100 Lvwidtt et Mhrinag, 4153 (s peematl

———

Holocaust with the goal of elimina prej-

udice, hate and racism in today's sociefy.”

The hope is for each person to confront
his or her own beliefs and prejudices. and
understand that the choices one makes in
the world have profound consequences for
one's self and others.

It is important for individuals to combat
prejudice and discrimination because as the
quote says, “All that is necessary for evil to
triumph is for good people to do nothing,”

The other permanent exhibit, “A Living
Memorial " features Holocaust histories of
families from the Greater Sprin ared.
I volunteer al the Jewish Nursing Home
in Longmeadow and recognized two of the
SUTVIVOrs.

It was interesting to read their slories,

As | was ending my tour, a group of sev-

“In school, we had one teacher

to spoeak Briefly about the Jews every singhs day. Maybe

en students and their teacher arrived.

Rabbi Sternberg introduced them to the

exhibit. y
Later, he led a discussion with them.

One of the students expressed her dishe-
lief over how the extermination of Jews
was allowed to happen.

The rabbi explained that before Jews, the
Nagzi government murdered 70,000 mentally
and p ically ill citizens in order to purify
the “Aryan” race,

Protests by religious leaders stopped
more of these murders, .

However, the rabbi said anti-Jewish prej-
udice was prevalent in Germany, and not
enough people spoke out against anti-
Semitic discrimination.

witvd found It neceusary

it was only every other day. But it was often, He always
ald something really bad — that Jews were thiewes
and committed racial defilement. stc. | didn't know

what he meant. After his thort speech, he would always
say ‘Presant company excepted.” ‘Pressnt company’
Wik ma, 86 na one could forget that a Jew wat in the
room . . . My friends stopped playing with me. | wosn®t
askid to play in their st garmes. Mamy didn’l sy
hello anymare.” - Herbert Roth
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An interview
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director of the
Hatikvah
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Education
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Sternberg wis un estimated
15.5 million Jews it
the world, while
I these s an estimated 13.5
million. Skty years after the
Holocaust. te Jews have not been
abbe to recover, Before the
Holocaust, 8.5 million Jews lived in
. which was the richast
aulivral center in the world
The Jewish community in Exsiern
F even had its own
Tiddish, o mix of Hebrew
German. Mow the culture nnd the
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The horror of the Holocasst did
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Rabbi: Understand what led to the horrors of the Holocaust

Continued from Page El

evenutally bring about a dif-
ferent dialogue between
Jews and Christians. The
relationship with the Roman
Catholic Church especially
changed for the better. Re-
evaluating its relationship to
the Jews, the Roman
Catholic Church came to no
longer hold Jews as objects
for conversion.

Another similar result of
the Holocaust was the de-
popularization to some
extent of anti-Semitism and
Eerhaps racism. It revealed

ow prejudice can lead to
the deaths of millions of
innocent people.

After the Holocaust, most
of the survivors were in Dis-
Elacad Persons campe in

orrible conditions. The
United States, Britain and
other countries, were not let-
ting in a significant number
of Jews. With a need to shel-
ter the displaced people, the
United Nations su Pm‘teﬂ
the Palestine partition plan,
which built the state of

Israel. Israel’s establishment
might not have occurred as
quickly without the vivid vis-
ible need for a Jewish land
and home.

For the personal lives of
the survivors, it was devas-
tating. Many people are
under the impression that
most Holocaust survivors fnt
over their experiences an
used them to change the
world for the betier.

However, the number of
survivors who did so is small
and disproportionate with
the survivors who continued
to suffer for years after. Sur-
vivor families s led with
nightmares, fears, habits
they made during the Holo-
caust, and physical illnesses.
Family scars also affected
the children of the survivors.

My best friend in elemen-
tary school, the son of Holo-
caust survivors, secretly
brought me one day into his-
parents’ bedroom. After
promising to never divulge
this secret, he showed me a
drawer with a silver plate, a
silver cup and a silver ciga-

The Hatikvah Holocaust Education Center
is open to the public and welcomes school
tours. Education in the form of dialogue
and interaction helps people not to
stereotype but to learn to judge people
based on their own character.

For more informaotion, visit the center’s
Web site ot www.hatikvah-center.org

For more information on the United
States Holocaust Memoerial Museum, visit
the Web site, www.ushmm.org

rette case, Both of our fami-
lies were poor, but my fami-
ly usually displayed our valu-
able items while his family
did not. His family always
feared that someone like the
Nazis t take over again
and seize all of their pre-
cious objects.
The same thing happened
in the Jewish community of
Montreal, where 25 percent
of the community were Holo-
caust survivors. When th
heard of the French-Canadi-

an laws requiring people to
speak French many prepared
to leave, thinking it was the
beginning of a new takeover.
It had happened in civilized
Germany, and thus could
happen in Canada as well.

'G- During a recent class
trip to the United States
Holocaust Memoyrial Museum
in Washington, D.C,, I read
about the lragic story of the
SS St. Louis. In 1939, some
950 European Jews had fled

Nazi persecution but the
refusal of the United States
and other countries to give
them admittance resulted in
the liner returning to
Hamburg. Many on board
subsequently died in Nazi
concentration camps.

Why did it take the United
States so long to respond to
what the Nazis were doing
to the Jews?

A. There was a lot of anti-
Semitism and Nazi support
even in the United States.
Anti-Semitic information
abounded, and Jews were
sometimes blamed for the
depression. The State
Department was strongly
anti-Semitic, and limited the
number of people able to
immigrate to the United
States. Second, the United

States was holding to the the-

ory of isolationism. If the
United States wanted to go

and save the Jews, they need-

ed a powerful political rea-
son. There was no economic
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motive (o go (o war until two
years later. Even then, the
United States did not bomb
Auschwitz because it would
be immoral to kill the
inmates.

Rabbi Robert Sternberg is
execufive director of the Haik-
vah Holocaust Education Cen-
ter in Springfield. He is co-
author of "Jewish/Christian
Relations in Light of the Holo-
caust: A Curriculum on the
Holecaust for Roman Catholic
High Schools” (published in

Publishers). He received his
undergraduate and groduate
degrees in educatfion from Roo
sevelf University in Chicage
ond Concordia University in
Monfreal, Canoda, ond his
binic ordination from the Chi
Rabbinate of lsrael af Midrash
L'Rabbanut Mochon Harry
Fishel in Jerusalem, Isroel. He
is also o graduate of Hebrew
Theological Cellege in Skokie,
IL. For more infermation on th
Hatikvah Holocaust Education
Center, visit the Web sife,
www.hatikvah-center.org





